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MINISTER’S LETTER 

My Sabbatical 3 months, Revd. Betty Trinder 
 

It is a joy and a privilege to be a minister within the Methodist Church. I first felt the call in 1999 
when I was fully accredited as a Local Preacher and, after much reflection, in 2001 I gave up my 
job as an Education Welfare Officer in Luton to be a full time Lay Worker for that Circuit. I served 3 
churches and the University as Chaplain for 5 years before beginning my training at Wesley House, 
Cambridge in 2006. I was stationed in the East Norfolk Circuit in 2007 and in 2009 I was ordained 
by the Conference at Wolverhampton and graduated with a B.A. (Hons). At age 55 years I never 
thought it was possible for a girl who had left school aged 16 with just 7 GCSE’s but, being faithful 
to God’s call, He certainly blessed me. 
 

Ten years into ministry the Church very graciously allows its ministers to have a 3 months’ 
Sabbatical whereby we are expected to do a bit of study, rest, reflect and allow ourselves to hear 
God’s call upon our lives again. And so, it was with this attitude I began preparing for my 
Sabbatical in September 2016 by embarking on a Spiritual Director’s Course in Cambridge, 
something I plan to do when I retire in 3 years’ time. That course was once a week for 26 weeks 
and I completed the first year in May after my Sabbatical began in April.  
 

For the first week, I felt total exhaustion after a very busy Lent and Easter season and just relaxed 
at home in Bacton. Soon friends began to visit and stay and I was able to take them to parts of 
Norfolk I had not had time to explore before, the Muckleburgh Collection, Wells-next-the-Sea, 
Blakeney, Burnham Market to name just a few.  
 

I took a holiday in Spain at my sister’s home for a week and when I got back I took another week 
to explore the historic churches of Norwich. This is something I had wanted to do since moving 
here 14 years ago. I visited all 31 of the 14th and 15th Century Churches, only 9 are still open for 
worship but with the motto of the Historic Churches Trust many had been “Adopted, Adapted and 
Improved” and now are buildings where they are used as a Puppet Theatre, the Christian Resource 
Centre, or even a Circus Academy. My favourite church is the one rebuilt after WWII, St Julian’s in 
Ruan Road, where my heroine Mother Julian of Norwich was A 14th Century anchorite for over 40 
years and wrote of her experiences in her book “Revelation of Divine Love”.  
 

I had time to experience Cathedral Worship, share in a high Anglican Eucharist at St. Giles and 
spent a quiet hour of worship with the Quaker House of Friends in North Walsham. For the whole 
of June my husband Mark and I had a holiday to Singapore for 3 nights before spending nearly a 
month with my cousin and family in Melbourne touring the states of Victoria and New South 
Wales. It was wonderful to have that quality time together just relaxing. 
 

To complete my Sabbatical, I went with a group to Iona for a retreat for a week in August. This was 
the most wonderful experience, taking a pilgrim walk around the Island, worshipping in the Abbey 
morning and evening, singing with the Iona Community Choir, sharing basic lodgings with 50 other 
pilgrims, visiting Staffa Isle where Fingal’s Cave gave Mendelsohn the inspiration to write his 
Hebridean Overture. Iona is one of those “thin” places where Heaven and Earth just come 
together in the most beautiful way. The sense of God’s presence is all around. I recommend you 
put this on your “Bucket List”, I did and am so happy to have been able to tick that off and been so 
blessed by it. Back to work properly in September filled with the love of God to share with my 
congregations and the circuit for another year.  
 

May you feel blessed as we now enter the Holy Season of Advent and Christmas.  
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T H E   L I N K 

Published by the Central Norfolk Circuit of the Methodist Church 
Printed by L F Everett and Son, Dereham 

I find it constantly both amazing and most 
encouraging to receive information about so 
much that is going on around our Circuit.  
This time the diary of events runs to four full 
pages (and means, once again, that the 
weekly summary has had to be left out).  It 
is such a privilege to be on the receiving end 
of all this information and I do hope that 
you pause to thank God for all this activity 
and pray that it may bring glory to his name 
and also help to introduce others to our 
wonderful Lord and Saviour. 
 

Having said that I still find I have to 
encourage some churches to tell us about 
what they are doing.  This time 22 (out of 
29) churches have contributed.  If your 
church is missing do something about it! 
 

There has been a suggestion that we should 
consider publishing The Link in colour.  
Technically there would be no problem with 
doing so and, indeed, it is comparatively 
rare these days for such publications to be 
still in black and white.  We have 
investigated the likely cost and it appears 

that a full colour version would add about 
60% to the printing costs.  It appears 
doubtful whether this can be justified.  
Another suggestion is that certain pages 
containing photographs be printed in colour 
but this would greatly limit editorial 
freedom—it is difficult enough to put it all 
together as it is.  However another 
suggestion is that if any churches would like 
a full colour version sent to them, for 
example to put on their church website 
(which some churches already have and, 
hopefully, others will follow suit in due 
course) this could quite easily be arranged. 
If this is of interest to you please let me 
know. 
 

May I thank all of you who have contributed 
to this edition and to Lucy who  arranges the 
printing and distribution.  At the risk of 
appearing repetitive may I urge you to make 
use of The Link as fuel for prayer and maybe 
also for action.   
 

May you find blessing as you pray. 
 

Tony Hey 
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CHURCH 
Co-ordinated by 

 
Wells-next- 

 
In 1991 the Rev. Colin Riches produced a booklet to mark the centenary of the present 
church building. Most of the information in this article is drawn from that booklet, with 
additions from other sources for more contemporary information. 
 

The date when Methodism came to Wells is rather lost in the mist of time. One thing that is 
clear is that the cause was alive and well for some time before the first purpose-built chapel 
appeared. 
 

The first official records of Methodism in the town were recorded on May 3rd 1772. On that 
date Thomas Mendham, Minister at Briston, applied for a license to allow the house of Ann 
Killer to become a Preaching House. It is quite possible that there had been other Preaching 
Houses prior to this, but no records remain to record them as such. 
 

In 1781 the town received a visit from John Wesley, who travelled on horseback from 
Fakenham. He described the town as 'a considerable seaport'. He spoke at what he called a 
'small neat preaching house' at 10.00 a.m. on Tuesday October 30th. It is thought that there 
may have been three preaching houses at that time, so it is not possible to say exactly 
where this was. After the visit Wesley wrote, ‘....all but two or three were very attentive. 
Here are a few who appear to be in great earnest. And if so, they will surely increase.’ His 
words proved to be prophetic, and six years later a Wesleyan church was opened in what is 
now Station Road. The building was formerly the Rose and Crown public house. The 
building was later enlarged and a gallery installed. This building was used until Methodist 
Union, and was sold around 1932, when the congregation moved to join forces with the 
Primitive Methodists at their premises in Theatre Road. 
 

But now we must move backwards again to take up the story of the beginnings of the 
Primitive movement in the town. 
 

During this period the rise of Primitive Methodism in Norfolk was even more dramatic than 
that of the Wesleyans. For instance, a letter written in 1821 stated that ‘...The Primitives 
are carrying all before them in Kings Lynn.’ Much of this success was due to the energetic 
preaching of G. W. Belham, who would go on to serve a 24 year ministry in the Norwich 
District, beginning in 1825. In 1825 he appears on the Plan of the Fakenham Circuit which 
consists of 25 societies, including Wells. 
 

It is not clear whether the Prims. had their own building in the town at this time. The first 
record of a chapel appears in 1836 by way of a stone set in a building on the east side of 
what was known as Cocks Yard which bears the inscription  ‘W, N. 1836’.    It  is  not  known  
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PROFILES 
Stephen Lynn 

 
the-Sea 
 
who 'W. N.' was although it thought he may have been the builder. 
 

The building remained the  Prim. church for well over half a century, and Cocks Yard 
became known as Ranters Yard, Ranters being the nickname that Prims. were given at this 
time, and the name was still being used popularly in the 1990's despite the name eventually 
changed to the more genteel Chapel Yard.  
The minutes of the Wells Town Improvement Commissioners of August 4th. 1873 inform us 
that: ‘The sum of £1 17s 0d was paid to William Parkinson &co for a 5 light gas meter for 
the Primitive Methodist Chapel’. The building was eventually sold to John Warren in1894, 
by which time the congregation had moved into the present premises in Theatre Road.  
 

The church was opened on 18th May 1891. It contained seating for no less than 350, and 
cost £1,000. In 1929 the choir gallery was added, costing £150, and a pipe organ was 
installed at the same time, costing £450. In 1953/4 the Sunday School extension was added. 
 

Back to 1906, and the church was in debt to the tune of £325, a sum which we might take 
care of today with a decent coffee morning, but in those days a crippling amount of money, 
which had been like a millstone around the neck of the congregation for some fourteen 
years.  
 

In 1991 the interior of the building was completely transformed to the bright open plan 
room we know today, including the fabulous clear glass screen which looks out onto the 
road, and more importantly, allows those passing by to see in, and be aware of the 
presence of the worshipping congregation in a very special way. 
 

In 2000 it was necessary to replace the pipe organ, and the present Dutch built digital 
instrument was purchased.  
 

The 'Schoolroom' was renovated in 2002 at a cost of £60,000, and now includes full 
facilities for the less able. The hall was rededicated the 'Peter Collingwood Hall' in his 
memory. 
 

It seems apt to conclude this abridged version of Colin Riches' account with his words found 
near its conclusion: 
‘So, today. we Methodists, of all Christians, ought not to be frightened of change, but to see 
it as part of the means whereby God's will may be done.’ 
 

Colin knew a thing or two!   
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WALSINGHAM 

We opened our doors for the National 
Heritage Weekend on Sept 9th – 10th. 
This is a scheme organised nationally 
where buildings and groups not 
normally open to the public open and 

put on 
displays etc 
just for that 
weekend. 
There is a 
website (https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk) listing all the 5000 
venues and also national and local publicity. We felt that this might 
be a way to raise our profile a little and develop things further. 
 

Glyn and David put together an illustrated exhibition that covered 
Walsingham Chapel, the history of Methodism and chapels in North 
Norfolk, old plans and the impact of Methodism on rural life and 
agricultural labourers. Visitors found it interesting and we certainly 
enjoyed putting it together. The map showing the chapels open in 
1932 in our area is staggering.  

https://walsinghammethodist.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/img-20170910-wa0000.jpg
https://walsinghammethodist.files.wordpress.com/2017/09/img-20170910-wa0009.jpg
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CHAPEL UPDATE 

During the open days about 50 non-
church visitors came and saw our 
exhibition, had a chat and a cup of tea or 
coffee.  On Sunday we finished with a 
service trying to imagine life back when 
the chapel opened in 1794. Glyn 
preached and Angela sang with Tommy 
being our reader and Steward whilst 
Pippa played the pipe organ. As you can 
see we tried to dress appropriately!! 

 

Thank you so much to those from Thursford and also the wider circuit who came and 
supported us. Our new minister Cliff and his wife Christine came along on the Saturday and 
led some of us in an impromptu hymn sing. 
 

Some of the information from the boards 
can be seen on our website (https://
walsinghammethodist.com) which contains 
a wealth of information and photos on North 
Norfolk Chapels and Methodism in the area. 
 

We hope to have a display on show again 
when the Vice -President of Conference Jill 
Baker visits Walsingham  on Saturday 
February 24th 2018.  



8 

JOHN HYLTON 
 

29th July 1933—9th July 2017   
 

The life of John Hylton was celebrated in July at his Thanksgiving Service held at Dereham 
Trinity Methodist Church. With contributions from circuit and church members it was a 
special time to share and give thanks for his rich life. We would like to thank everyone for 
all the donations given in his memory, to Action for Children. We are so grateful to be able 
to tell you that through your kindness and generosity his 'final fundraiser' totalled a 
wonderful £1,200. 
 

John supported Action for Children throughout his life, and for over 20 years was a part of 
the Dereham Support Group. With this group and aided by Trinity Methodist Church, he 
raised over £50,000 for the charity through flower festivals, street collections, quizzes and 
social events, car washes, sponsored walks and a unique swimathon, for which he even 
learnt to swim. Just come up with good idea, and John would organise it!  In 1998 he was 
awarded the charity's St Christopher Award in recognition of his unwavering commitment 
to making a difference to disadvantaged children.  
 

This week we visited the local Action for Children project at Dereham Children's Centre. 
What a valuable project; supporting parents, keeping families together and helping children 
to thrive. The work of their dedicated staff is truly inspirational, both at the Children's 
Centre and out in the villages. 
 

John knew the benefit of transforming children's lives, and now we thank you too for 
continuing to support Action for Children, in memory of our kind and caring, at times 
cheeky, and always optimistic Dad. 
 

Best wishes from Bev and Chris Hylton, (John and Mary's daughter and son). 

ANGELS 

I believe in angels – spiritual beings, usually 
unseen, but fulfilling their purpose of being 
God’s messengers. The pictures which adorn 
Christmas cards show beautiful winged 
angles, attractive but anatomically 
impossible. (Birds fly on feathered arms). 
But the word means “messenger”, God’s 
messenger, Therefore I do not believe they 
are confined to unseen spiritual beings.  
 

My life has been peppered with angels – 
those people who are there for you just at 
that moment when you needed them most. 
They probably have no idea that they are 
angels,  they are simply responding to an 

inner impulse, a sensitivity to what God 
wants which works out in action. Therefore 
angels are people whose lives are informed 
by their daily contact with Love Himself 
(although they may not even be aware of 
him).  
 

So you can be an angel, so can I – but it 
means being tuned in, alert and ready, or 
we can be the opposite. (And sometimes 
angels are furry!)  
 

A Blessed Christmas. 
 

Rosemary Wakelin 
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LITCHAM GETS NEW 

STAINED GLASS WINDOW 

From Stephen Lynn:  Litcham has 
been presented with a new 
stained glass window by the 
family of Petrece and Mike 
Scoging, in memory of Petrece’s 
late mother, Amber Webb who 
was a regular worshipper at the 
chapel since the family moved 
into the village from the Ipswich 
area. 
 

The window was made by Mike, 
who is a retired art teacher, and 
now enjoys designing and 
creating beautiful images in stained glass.  The image contains 276 pieces of glass, and took 
the equivalent of more than 260 hours to construct. 
 

The window is actually an overlay of the pre-existing window frame. made in 2003 by local 
craftsman, the late Terry Moore, whose widow, Ann, is also a regular worshipper at the 
chapel. 
 

The image contains many elements, and is based on Matthew 13:47, and this is Mike's 
interpretation of the verse which inspired it. "The word of God's like the rays spreading out 
from the sun as a net cast over the seas, descending to the very depths where no light has 
been able to penetrate.  God's Holy Spirit, represented by the descending white dove (Matt 
3:16) reaches all those willing to be transformed by his light. Men, represented by fish are 
free to remain in the light, or to pass through the net, depending on their willingness to 
hear and understand the 'Word'. This is the mystery of 'The Faith'. This phrase is mentioned 

43 times in the New testament from Acts to Revelation." 
 

One unforeseen, but rather wonderful, element of the 
window was revealed once it had been put in place, 
and revealed a hidden beauty which no one expected. When 
viewed from outside the building, the only part visible is the 
body of the dove, which is transformed into the image of a 
fish, which is, of course, the original symbol adopted by the 
early Christians. God really does work miracles in presenting 
himself to His people. 
 

The window was dedicated during the Harvest Thanksgiving 
service, by the Chairman of the District, the Rev. Julian 
Pursehouse. 



10 

METHODIST SUMMER FELLOWSHIP 
 

From Rosemary Wakelin:  One hundred years ago Europe was engulfed in a nightmare. 
Leaders in the Methodist Church were also aware of the consequence of the carnage on 
the Somme, Ypres, Passchendaele etc. Many young ministers were never going to return. 
Churches were going to be without a minister. So it was decided to offer Local Preachers 
and Lay Leaders the opportunity to be more theologically literate and able to give spiritual 
leadership in the absence of ministers. 
 

From the start this venture was to include the family. Preachers and Leaders were invited 
to bring their husbands/wives and children. The METHODIST SCHOOL OF FELLOWSHIP was 
born, to meet at the Hayes Conference Centre at Swanwick in Derbyshire every other year 
– and so it has. 
 

We met again this Summer – Lilian Timms, Anna Hall and me from our Circuit, my daughter 
and my son and his family and going on for 200 others. The youngest was 4 months and the 
oldest 92, and all ages in between. Many nationalities were represented. Programmes were 
arranged for all year groups. The morning starts with prayers in the chapel. The 5 daily Bible 
studies this year were provided by Tom Gregg, New Testament Professor from Aberdeen 
University – 1st 5 Chapters of the Letter to the Ephesians. The 2nd part of the morning was 
for Keynote speakers including Rev’d Dr. Rowan Williams, a climate change poet, a trio 
dealing with diversity – a Jew, a Muslim and a Christian, a recipient of organ donation – all 
creating discussion for the groups that followed. The afternoons offered numerous 
workshops and sport – or do as you like! 
 

Evening Sessions were various – music, dancing, film, a silent Holy Communion – or an early 
night. The final Worship is still with me. As my grandson said “The nearest to heaven yet” 
or for me a real experience of what the church should be. I’ve returned feeling renewed 
and inspired. 
 

Yes it costs, but not unreasonably. The accommodation is hotel standard, the food good, 
plentiful and varied and the eminent speakers have to be paid, but we should get away 
from the notion that church things should be free or cheap. There are good bursaries for 
people who want to come but can’t afford it. 
 

The next one – now changed to METHODIST SUMMER FELLOWSHIP is in 2019 – so start 
saving up!  

WELCOME TO CLIFF, CHRISTINE AND DIVINE 
 

We had a splendid service of welcome at Holt for Cliff and 
his family. It was great to see so many people from across 
the Circuit joining in the welcome. 
 

The generous collection was £342.64. It was Cliff’s wish to 
support our nearest Methodist Home, Cromwell House.  
 

Cliff is already making his presence felt in the Circuit! 

file://///rev'd
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NORMAN WAGG 
 

Sixty years a Preacher! 
 

From Stephen Lyn:  Norman Wagg, 
our longest serving active Local 
Preacher, has received his certificate 
to mark sixty years of preaching 
service. His certificate was presented 
to him by the Chairman of the 
District, the Rev. Julian Pursehouse, 
during the Harvest Thanksgiving 
service at Litcham in September. 
 

Norman was given his note to preach 
and became a Local Preacher on trial 
in 1954, and the Superintendent 
Minister of the then Swaffham Circuit, 
the Rev. Burndred who issued the 
note, also led the service at Litcham 
to recognise Norman's promotion to 
the full Plan in 1957. In those times, 
the role of what we now call 'mentor' 
was called 'Father in God', and during 
Norman's trial period, this role was 
undertaken by the late Jo Bly from 
Westacre. 
 

The first service Norman was planned to take was at Great Massingham, and it would 
prove to be an unforgettable experience, not necessarily for all the right reasons. Cars 
were a distant aspiration for most working class folk in rural Norfolk, so Norman set off on 
his trusty pedal cycle. Unfortunately, on the way, a thunderstorm came up and Norman 
arrived at Massingham with 'the water running out of the seat of my 
trousers'.  Undeterred, and despite the congregation urging him to set straight back for 
home, Norman determined to stay and conduct worship, his reasoning being that he 
couldn't get any wetter than he already was. He also recalls that this was his first 
encounter with Mrs. Carlton, whose claim to fame was that she always attended services 
accompanied by her two cats. 
 

So began what has become a life-long calling to serve God by proclaiming the good News. 
He is also one of the few people to have been recognised by two denominations as a 
preacher, as during the late 1970's and early 1980's he was also granted the title of Lay 
Reader in the Anglican church. 
 

There are few signs of him slowing down, despite his 88 years, and the name 'N. Wagg' 
looks like appearing on our Plan for a while yet. 
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THE INN SERVANT 
 

Lord love a tired woman, what a lovely cup of tea. 
I’ve been and put my slippers on and put my feet up - see. 
The visitors have all gone home.  I’m glad to see the back, 
Call them Sons of David?  S’truth, I’ve had my whack. 
They threw around their empties, left cigarette burns on the chairs, 
Demanded service at all hours.  You’d think the pub was theirs. 
It was  -  go and fetch and carry, up and downstairs, countless trips, 
“Thanks” and “When you’ve a minute” were the last words on their lips. 
I didn’t want the census.  They didn’t leave their farms for me. 
Not for me the frightful journey, they retold so endlessly. 
I didn’t ask the questions about their sordid wealth, 
Or pack them into cities a-threatening their health. 
But I’m left here in this shambles, with piles of washing up 
And mountains of dirty linen.  Still the comfort of this cup 
Should put me on my feet again.  I’ll do what must be done 
To get us back to normal.  There’s a business to be run. 
Not all the guests were morons.  That joiner and his wife, 
I never met a sweeter, gentler couple in my life. 
And grateful, always grateful, for anything you did. 
A shakedown in the garage was no place to have a kid. 
With me run off my feet, it seems a mite unfair 
That girl should have her baby without a woman’s care. 
In spite of all the squalor and the rough ride they had had, 
The babe was quite unblemished, a perfect little lad. 
His mop of silky jet black hair brushed softly on my cheek, 
I wished that they could stay for life instead of just a week. 
But there, we got them settled in a little house in town, 
Where Dad can earn a living, and Mum can settle down 
To get her health and strength back and tend the baby wee, 
Before that dreadful journey, back up to Galilee. 
So now I’ve had my second cup and before I start my chores 
I’ll nip and see the baby.  It’s only a few doors. 
 

From a member of the congregation - Great Ellingham Methodist Church 

 
Open Fridays, 

Saturdays, Sundays, 

Mondays 11.00 a.m. – 

5.00. p.m.  
 

Open all winter except 

January 

 
Come and try our 

excellent menu which 

will include some hot 

lunches! 
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HARVEST IN GARVESTONE 
 

From Douglas Harrison:  Garvestone Methodist Church has a long association with St 
Margaret’s Parish Church, Garvestone. Andrew Durrant’s family link goes back as far as the 
16th Century! (Andrew Durrant is Garvestone’s Senior Church Steward.) Today, we share 
many things, including Sunday morning worship, once per month, Bible Study once a week 
in season, and Prayer Group once per month. 
 

We also have a shared Harvest Festival Service, which alternates between the two churches. 
The Festival enjoys a special effort from everyone. Collection of non-perishable items begins 
in early Summer. Fresh produce (fruit, vegetables, grains, etc) is obtained in September. 
Display of the items collected is arranged on the day before the service. Below are 
photographs of this year’s display in the Parish Church and a previous year at the Methodist 
Church. You may be surprised at the results bearing in mind the combined congregations 
are less than 10! 
 

After the service items are donated to the Dereham Food Bank and a Homeless charity in 
Norwich. 
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HINGHAM METHODIST CHURCH 

DOING WHAT METHODISTS DO BEST ! 

Heather Parle writes:  Hingham Methodists 
were asked if they would like to raise funds 
for their Chapel, by supplying and serving 
afternoon teas at Seamere Gardens . The 
gardens were to be open under the National 
Gardens Scheme, a charitable organisation, 
which supports many charities with funds 
raised by their open gardens scheme 
countrywide. 
 

Seamere is situated on the outskirts of 
Hingham and the name ‘Seamere’ reflects 
the ‘hidden gem’ there. A huge Mere lies to 
the rear of the house. It is magnificent!  On 
a first visit, the sight of the Mere takes one’s  
breath away, it is easy to believe that you 
have been transported to the Lake District ! 
The gardens were to be open on Sunday 3rd 
September. 
 

As we would all be in Chapel in the morning 
(of course!) we said we would open the 
‘tearoom’ at 2.00 p.m.  
 

We had previous experience of ‘doing teas’ 
at Seamere as we were there in 2015. We 
knew what to expect, there would be 
hundreds of people coming through the 
door, all wanting Tea/Coffee and Cake!!! 
 

 We knew we would need lots and lots of 
cakes! So not only were Methodists baking 

like crazy, but several friends in Hingham 
too! We are so blessed with the support we 
get. 
 

There were Victoria sponges, fruit cakes, 
lemon drizzles, chocolate cakes, Madeira 
cake, ginger, bakewell, coffee & walnut, etc, 
etc., not to mention dozens of scones with 
jam and cream and strawberries! 
 
Well over 300 people were served between 
2.00 and 5.00 p.m. We were all kept on our 
toes, cutting cakes, spreading jam on scones 
and ‘dolloping’ cream on top. 
 

We were pouring endless cups of tea and 
coffee, filling urns and teapots and of course 
serving all those cakes, collecting the 
‘empties’ and washing them up! We had 
two ‘shifts’ of helpers, so there was a 
chance for some to have a rest and look 
around the gardens. 
 

The hard work and baking was well worth it 
as we all had a very enjoyable afternoon, 
meeting lots of lovely people. We didn’t 
miss the opportunity to talk about our 
Chapel, fellowship and faith either! 
 

And, much to our treasurer’s delight, we 
raised a nice sum for Chapel funds, thus 
helping us to keep our head above water!!  
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WORLD SCOUT MOOT 2017 
 

An adventure in Iceland 
by Isobel Johnson 

Back in April 
Wells Methodist 
church was kind 
enough to host 
a fundraising 
concert, raising 
money for my 
trip to Iceland 
which still felt 
like it was an 
eternity away, 
but time passed 
and I paid the 
final instalment with the money raised and 
started to pack my bags.  
 

Although I signed up to the moot by myself I 
had already formed great friendships on the 
two briefing weekends throughout the year 
so together with over 400 others we 
swarmed Gatwick airport in our GB neckers 
and puffin jumpers and before we knew it 
we had landed in Reykjavik.  
 

I spent the first night with my friends from 
the UK contingent eating pizza and exploring 
Reykjavik’s beautiful botanical gardens late 
into the evening because the sun just didn’t 
set! Then after a night of sleeping in a 
packed hall of one of the local schools we 
headed to the leisure centre for the opening 
ceremony.  
 

I thought our 600 strong UK contingent was 
a lot of people, but it was nothing compared 
to the masses of scouts and guides that 
were gathered to watch the organisers 
welcome us to Iceland. Thousands of people 
from all corners of the globe were in the 
same room together celebrating what it is to 

have this giant 
international 
family. Being 
surrounded by so 
many different 
cultures 
simultaneously 
was a very new 
and slightly 
overwhelming 
experience. Once 
we’d enjoyed a 
show of acrobats 

and singers and slightly questionable 
Icelandic comedy we all split up and went to 
our separate expedition centres where we 
met our tribes and patrols. I went to a place 
called Selfoss  in the south of Iceland where 
I was staying with a patrol of girls from 
Australia, Sweden, Canada, El Salvador, the 
USA, Switzerland and Portugal. Everyone 
was very good at speaking English so there 
weren't any communication  difficulties and 
we all got on really well! We camped at 
Selfoss for a few nights and shared a 
communal cooking area with 40 others 
which created a really lovely community 
space to get to know all the other girls and 
chat about their different cultures. Climbing 
through caves, meeting Icelandic foals and 
walking around the top of a natural crater 
were just a few of the activities on offer in 
Selfoss.  
 

Once we had travelled to Ulfljotsvatn the 
amount of people at Selfoss seemed small in 
comparison! This was the section of the 
moot where everyone came together to one 
 

[Continued on page 16]  
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ISOBEL’S ADVENTURE IN ICELAND CONTINUED 

campsite to take part in festival style events 
all over the sight. From Icelandic bands to 
traditional crafts, inflatable assault courses 
and learning about Icelandic search and 
rescue. We explored a giant market where 
every contingent had a stall sharing the 
things that their country is most well known 
for, so in amongst the tables of Canadian 
maple syrup and Chinese letter writing we 
had a stall brewing up PG Tips.  
 

It did get quite chilly in the evenings but 

nothing compared to the sort of weather 
that the name Iceland suggests and most 
days we were blessed with sunshine.  
 

All too soon we were on the flight back to 
Heathrow after 10 incredible days in the 
land of ice and fire. 

PRESENTATION TO AVRIL TEMPLE 
 

25 years a Local Preacher  
 

Avril was recently presented with a certificate to 
celebrate her 25 years as a Local Preacher.  It was a 
time of great rejoicing at Sculthorpe! 
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HAPPENINGS AT WELLS 
CHURCHES TOGETHER “AWAY DAY” 

 

Some 30 or more members of the five Wells 
Churches met together on Saturday, 21st 
October, for an “Away Day” at the Village 
Reading Room at Warham when the subject 
for study centred upon love for our 
neighbour and its relevance to the challenge 
of refugees. David Saunders presided and 
the speakers were local Roman Catholic 
priest Father Keith, Julian from Christian Aid, 
and Sam from the Society of Friends.  
Starting with the Bible teaching on care for 
the stranger, the discussion led on to 
practical thinking about the contribution 
both individuals and churches can make 
towards meeting the challenge. The catering 
was in the hands of Pat Garwood and her 
team, and everyone went home feeling it 
had been good to be together in prayer and 
study and in discussion.  To have been 
challenged requires a response – this is now 
the “homework” for the whole Church in 
Wells 

 

FOOD BANKS 
 

Whilst politicians and economists argue 
about the nation’s affairs, thousands of 
ordinary people just like us are facing 
poverty through no fault of their own, as 
they wait for overdue benefits; this applies 
especially to many who are disabled.  The 
Food Bank is a lifeline which is increasingly 
in demand – a lifeline that depends on our 
generosity.  Wells Methodist Church is one 
of the receiving centres for gifts of food and 
other essentials which are regularly passed 
on to the Food Bank.  We are extremely 
grateful to all our donors and we appeal for 
more to contribute, especially as Christmas 
approaches.  For times when the Church is 
open please phone Sadie (01328 711931). 

MINISTER’S 90th BIRTHDAY 
 

The Revd. Colin Garwood wishes to thank all 
who sent messages and cards and attended 
his 90th Birthday celebration.  As a result, a 
sum of £250 in lieu of gifts has been sent to 
Christian Aid. 
 

ADVENT  SLEEP-OUT 
 

Another sleep-out on The Buttlands in aid of 
the Church Urban Fund Homeless Projects 
will take place on Saturday, 9th December.   
For details of participation and/or 
sponsorship, please phone Alison Bowles on 
01328 711119. 
 

ST. MARTIN’S TRUST, NORWICH 
 

Formerly known as the Norwich Night 
Shelter, the work of St.Martin’s Trust among 
the homeless in Norwich has drawn support 
from the Wells Churches for many years. 
Once again collections of comfort-gifts are 
being made and there is a receptacle in the 
Methodist Church for items such as dental 
and toilet accessories, woollen gloves, socks 
and hats, and other articles suitable for 
those who lack  warmth and shelter.  For 
times when the Church is open please 
phone Sadie (01328 711931). 
 

WATCHNIGHT SERVICE  
 

How do you intend to celebrate the New 
Year?  Out in the cold with all the 
razzmatazz?      Or what about sharing in an 
act of worship in a warm Church?   On 
behalf of Churches Together the Revd. Colin 
Garwood will lead a Watchnight Service in 
Wells Methodist Church on Sunday, 31st 
December, at 11.30 p.m.  (ending at 12.10 
a.m.)  An open invitation is extended to the 
whole Circuit. 
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NEWS FROM  

TOFTWOOD 
 

Instead of our usual Harvest Supper we had 
fish and chips followed by a quiz. This was 
well attended and much enjoyed. Proceeds 
were shared between EACH and that the 
Vidiyal Trust. 
 

Messy Church continues happily with 8 to 
10 boys and girls attending. They enjoy 
crafts, Bible stories, singing and food. This is 
held for two hours once a month. 
 

Lunch and Linger, during which the isolated 
and lonely, together with church members 
get together, meets on the second 
Wednesday of each month and includes 
activities after an excellent meal. 
 

Our support of the Vidiyal Trust raised just 
over £2000 during 2017/2018.  This has 
gone to purchase food boxes for the elderly 
in southern India. This year our support 
continues and is aimed at hospital transport 
and drugs for young children suffering from 
cancer in Kerala and Tamil Nadu States. The 
Trust is run by the Revd, Canon Pat 
Atkinson, formerly chaplain at the Norfolk 
and Norwich University Hospital. 

SPORLE 
 

On August 27th Sporle hosted the Section 
Service.  Usually at these services a few of 
the churches are represented.  As Rev 
Daphne Lloyd was to be the preacher, we 
expected a few more.  We were not 
disappointed, the church was full, all our 
chairs (about 70) were in use with some 
people sitting on tables.  It was lovely to see 
a full church – and the singing was great. 
 

We send a huge ‘thank you’ to all who took 
part. 

MATTISHALL 
 

We are pleased that the Dementia Support 
Group (The Link) continues to run smoothly 
with a pool of 17 volunteers. Since October 
the group meets twice a month on the first 
and third Tuesday each month at the 
chapel. 
 

Looking back to September although the 
church was open all day for the Norfolk 
Churches Trust Bike Ride only 11 mainly 
local people visited us but two had travelled 
from Scoulton and Wymondham 
respectively. Later in the month we 
celebrated Harvest when Anne and David 
Goddard visited us from Southburgh on the 
Sunday afternoon. Anne shared with us 
childhood memories of past harvests when 
many more people were needed in the 
fields to bring the crops in. On the Monday 
evening a small congregation enjoyed 
favourite harvest hymns from Yaxham 
Singers. The collection and sale of produce 
raised £118 for the All We Can fund. Four 
Methodists joined nine members of All 
Saints Church for the annual Harvest Supper 
in the Church Rooms prepared by the 
Anglicans. Afterwards Rev Betty gave an 
illustrated talk on her recent retreat to the 
Isle of Iona.  
 

We now look forward to the visit of 
Toftwood Singers on 7th December for our 
annual Christmas Concert in aid of Action 
for Children. 

LITCHAM AND TITTLESHALL 
 

The chapels at Litcham and Tittleshall held 
coffee mornings for Macmillan Cancer Care 
and between them raised just over £750 for 
the charity. 
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CHURCHES 

SAHAM HILLS 
 

If like me you are wondering where the 
summer went, or, year for that matter, the 
annual Saham Hills Methodist Harvest Sale 
pulled me up short in realising that one 
more season had passed. 
 

Our Auctioneer, on this occasion was Ian 
Simpson. What an heroic job he did! 
Amongst all the banter he managed to keep 
track of where the bidding was and 
proclaiming the virtues of his offered 
product, while also managing to get one 
poor fellow to bid against his own wife.  
 

The proceeds of the sale this year were 
divided equally between Wayland First 
Response and Chapel Funds. Our chapel 
ladies producing baked items that were so 
light they almost defied gravity, cakes of all 
variety Lemon Drizzle, Marmalade, 
Chocolate, and Fruit Cake many with rich 
sandwich fillings -“A Million Calories the 
Lot” - I must mention the Ginger Cake that 
always finds many bidders, also the Coffee 
Sponge sandwich then there was the Date 
and Walnut (that did contain nuts) Carrot 
cake and a particular favourite of mine 
Cheese Scones – these vanished quickly at 
the sale and once home. 
 

Fruit Pies and Crumbles once again were 
popular in all varieties- Apple, Gooseberry, 
Red & Black Currant, Blackberry & Apple, 
Bakewell Tart of course topped with roasted 
almonds; the list goes on. Preserves were a 
feature, Green Tomato Chutney, Green 
Bean Chutney, Beetroot Chutney, Apricot 
Jam and Blackberry and Apple Jam. Garden 
produce did well this year and particularly 
fruits. It was a good year for apples both 
cooking and eating and pears. This year it 
was a pleasure to see locally grown walnuts. 

Thanks must go to our very supportive 
friends from the village who attended and 
enjoyably bid so generously and 
humorously, also those who could not 
attend but sent donations. Once again this 
part of OUR Village way of life has managed 
to survive. We are lucky to live in a portion 
of the world that has not yet jumped into 
the fast lane.  
 

Our thanks go to all who made the event 
possible; the organisers and providers who 
give their time, talents and endeavours but 
also to the villagers and visitors who spared 
their time to attend and make this Harvest 
Sale happen and by happening, 
acknowledge the Seasons, so, keeping the 
village, and its cycle of seasonal events 
together. 

WELLS 
 

CHRISTMAS IN WELLS  
 

The annual Christmastide Weekend will be 
celebrated with an attractive programme of 
events on Saturday, 2nd  December.  This will 
coincide with the Churches Together 
Christmas Tree Festival held at the 
Congregational Church Centre. 
 

CAROL SINGING AND BLESSING 
OF THE CRIB 

 

Everyone is invited to assemble near the 
Maltings on Saturday, 23rd December at 
11.00 a.m. and to join in the Carol-singing 
procession which ends at the top of Staithe 
Street where the Crib will be displayed in 
the Congregational Churchyard. 
 

CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

The Christmas Day Family Service will be at 
11.00 a.m. Worshippers are invited to bring 
one Christmas present they have received!  



20 

AROUND THE CIRCUIT 
 

For your information, prayer and support 

BLAKENEY 
 

Messy Church:  first Tuesday in the month 
3.00 p.m. in the Parish Church 

 

Young Peoples Group: 3rd Tuesday in the 
month.7.00 p.m. in the Methodist Church. 

 

Bible Study:  Tuesdays 10.00 a.m. in the 
Parish Church. 

 

Contemplative Prayer: Tuesdays 5.45pm 
 

Prayers followed by coffee:  Thursdays 10.00 
a.m. 

 

Centring Prayer:  Tuesdays 5.45 p.m. 
 

T.M.C. Café: Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays, 
Mondays 11.00 a.m. – 5.00. p.m. 

  The cafe will remain open during the winter 
months although we are expecting to close 
during January. 
Our menu will include some hot lunches ! 

 

T.M.C. Café A.G.M.: including a Christmas 
Tea 4.00 p.m. December 4th.  

 

Carols in the Courtyard: 6.00 p.m. December 
13th followed by coffee and mince pies. 

 

Carol Service: 6.30pm. December 17th, led by 
Sam Parfitt. 

 

Visit from the Vice–President: February 24th. 
 

Churches Together: St. Peter’s Catholic 
Church.  
An evening of Christmas Readings 6.30 p.m. 
December 1st. 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 6.30 p.m. 
January 21st.  

 

Glaven Sings the Gospel: 6.30 p.m. 
December 3rd and February 4th in the Parish 
Church. 

BLAKENEY 
(continued) 

 

Churches Together quarterly meeting: 3.00 
p.m. January 10th. at the Rectory. 

 

Thought for the Week. 
Advent is a time to remember that stars shine 

brightest in the sky when there is no light 
pollution from below. 

BEETLEY 
 

Christmas: Christingle for Holiday Club 
children and their families 6.30 p.m. 
December 15th. 

   Carols 6.30 p.m. December 17th with Rev. 
Betty. 

 

Bible Study: 2.00 p.m. December 4th, at 
Beetley, studying ‘Esther’. Contact John Hull 
01362 695154 for details. 

 

Drop In: 2.00 – 3.00 p.m. December 6th, 20th, 
January 3rd, 17th, February 7th, 21st. 

  

Prayer Meetings:  9.30 a.m. December 6th, 
January 3rd, February 7th. 

 

Knit and Natter: 2.00 – 3.00 p.m. December 
27th, January 24th, February 28th. 

 

Coffee Morning:  9.30 - 11.30 a.m.  January 
27th, chosen charity St. Martin’s Housing 
Trust. 

   March 24th, chosen charity Dereham Town 
Pastors. 

   In July £78.44 was sent to Letton Hall and in 
September £60.22 was raised for Dereham 
Town Pastors. 

WALSINGHAM 
 

Carol Service:  2.30 p.m. 24th December led 
by Rev Cliff Shanganya. 
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WATTON 
 

Christian Meditation:  7.45 p.m. 1st and 3rd 

Monday each month. 
 

Singing Group: 2.30 p.m. 2nd and 
4th Tuesday each month  

 

Every Wednesday: 
   Coffee Morning: 9.30 a.m. – 11.30 a.m. in 

the Christian Community Centre 
   Church Open for Private Prayer: 10.15 a.m. 

– 12.00 noon 
   Midweek Service: 10.30 a.m. - 11.00 a.m. 

held in large vestry 
 

Tuesday Afternoon Fellowship: 2.30 p.m. -
1st and 3rd Tuesday each month in the 
Christian Community Centre 

 

Watton Town Carols:  3.00 p.m. December 
10th at the Queen’s Hall. 

 

Carols by Candlelight:  7.00 p.m. December 
24th with the Watton Town Band. 

 

Christmas Day service: 10.30 a.m. 
December 25th. 

 

Covenant Service:  10.30 a.m. January 7th 
with St. Mary’s at our church. 

HINGHAM 
 

Bible Discussion Group: 10.00 – 11.30 a.m. 
December 11th, January 8th, 22nd, February 
12th, 26th. 

 

Coffee-shop (with stalls:)  10.00 a.m. – 12.00 

noon  December 2nd, January 6th, February 

3rd. 

WENDLING 
 

Coffee mornings:  10.30 – 12.00 noon 
December 13th, February 14th, 28th.  

 

Christmas Day Service:  10.30 a.m. 
December 25th. 

LITCHAM 
 

Coffee Mornings: every Thursday 10.30-12 
noon. 

 

The Big Carol Sing: 7.00 p.m. December 22nd 
followed by seasonal refreshments. 

 

Short Family Christmas Day Service:  10.30 
a.m. December 25th. 

SAHAM HILLS 
 

Christmas Fayre: 10.00a.m. – 1.00 p.m. 
December 2nd. 

 

Carol Service: 3.00 p.m. December 17th led 
by Rev Barbara Winner. 

 

Covenant Service:  11.00 a.m. January 14th. 
 

Coffee Morning with sales: 10.00 – 11.30 
a.m. February 10th. 

HOLT 
 

Monday Bible Study: 2.30 p.m. fortnightly at 
Rosemary Wakelin’s. 

 

Tuesday Bible Study: 2.30 p.m. fortnightly at 
Tony Hey’s. 

 

Service at Lloyd Court:  11.00 a.m. on 
Thursdays. 

 

Prayer service:  9.30 a.m. on Fridays 
 

Contemporary Worship:  third Sunday in the 
month at 6.30 p.m. (includes refreshments!). 

 

Carol Service:  11.00 a.m. December 17th led 
by Rev Cliff Shanganya. 

 

‘When Christmastime is Hard’: a service for 
those who have lost loved ones, 7.00 p.m. 
December 21st. 

 

Christmas Eve Communion:  11.30 p.m. 
December 24th. 

 

Christmas Day Service:  9.45 a.m. December 
25th.  
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TOFTWOOD 
 

Guides: Mondays, 7.00 - 8.30 p.m. 
 

Monday’s Lace Group: Mondays 9.30 a.m. - 
12.00 noon. 

 

Messy Church: second Tuesdays 3.30 - 6.00 
p.m. 

 

Carpet Bowls Club: Tuesdays 7.00 - 8.30 p.m. 
(except first Tuesday) 

Thursdays 2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 
 

Coffee Mornings:  first and third Wednesdays 
10.00 – 11.30 a.m. 

 

Craft Group: first Wednesday 2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 
 

Lunch and Linger: second Wednesday, 12.00 
noon - 3.30 p.m. 

 

Rainbows: Thursdays, 5.00 p.m. 
 

Prayers: 9.30 a.m. every third Wednesday 
 

Film Club: second Friday 2.00 p.m.  Admission 
by donation of £2.00 for refreshments at 4.00 
p.m. 

 

Tea Party:  2.00 p.m. December 1st price 
£6.00. 

 

The Semmons Family in Concert: 7.00 p.m. 
December 9th. 

 

Christingle Service: 4.30 p.m. December 
17th. 

 

Shrove Tuesday – pancakes served:  12.00 
noon – 1.30 p.m.  February 13th.  £5.00 each 
in aid of the Leprosy Mission. 

SHIPDHAM 
Methodist / URC LEP 

 

Coffee Mornings:  10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon 
December 14th, January 11th, February 8th. 

 

Carol Service: 3.00 p.m. December 10th 
followed by mince-pies, tea and coffee.  
Preacher Rev Denis Simons. 

DEREHAM 
 
Women’s Own: 2.45 p.m. Every Tuesday 

(details Olwyn Brough 01362 692799) until 
December 19th.  

 

Bible Studies: fortnightly Tuesday evenings at 
7.30 p.m. Jacky’s Bible Study (details Jacky 
01362 697860) alternating with  Kathy’s Bible 
Study (details Kathy 01362 697154) 

 

 Ladies Wednesday Club: 7.30 p.m. (details 
Jacky Woor 01362 697860). December 13th 
Christmas meal. 

 

Coffee Mornings: 10.00 a.m. December 7th, 
January 18th, February 15th. 

 

 Lunch Club: 12.00 noon (details Pam 01362 
854394), December 14th (Christmas meal), 
January 11th, February 8th. 

 

Mid-Week Communion: 10.30 a.m. December 
28th, January 25th, February 22nd. 

 

Trinity & Oddfellowes Joint Carol Service: 
10.45 a.m. December 17th with Rev. Betty 
Trinder. 

 

Crib Service:  4.00 p.m. December 24th with 
Rev. Betty Trinder. 

 

Christmas Midnight Communion:  11.15 p.m. 
December 24th with Rev. Betty Trinder. 

 

Valentine’s Party:  3.00 p.m. February 17th. 

GREAT ELLINGHAM 
 

Coffee Mornings (including sales table and 
home-made cakes):   10.00 – 11.00 
a.m.  December 5th, February 6th (no Coffee 
Morning in January). 

 

Fellowship Meetings:  2.30 p.m. December 
12th, January 9th, 23rd, February 13th, 27th. 

 

Carol Service:  2.30 p.m. December 17th led 
by Rev Betty Trinder with proceeds to Action 
for Children. 
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SWAFFHAM 
 

Prayer Group:  Every Friday 9.30 – 10.00 a.m. 
 

Coffee Mornings:  9.30 a.m. – 12.00 noon 
every Saturday  

 

Concert by the Phoenix Singers: 7.00 p.m. 
(tbc) December 5th.  Admission details still to 
be confirmed. In aid of the Pinnacle Appeal. 

 

Christmas Communion:  4.00 p.m. December 
24th. 

 

Christmas Morning Service:  9.30 p.m. 
December 25th. 

 

Soup and Pancakes: 11.30 a.m. – 1.00 p.m. 
February 13, price £7.00 in aid of the 
Pinnacle Appeal. 

THURSFORD 
 

Carol Service:  6.30 p.m. December 17th and 
afterwards at Holly Lodge. 

STIBBARD 
 

Praise Together:  4.00 p.m.  December 3rd, 
January 7th, February 4th. 

 

Ecumenical Prayers and Coffee: 10.30 a.m. 
December 19th, January 30th, February 
27th. 

 

Lunch @ The Centre: 12.30 p.m. December 
13th, January 10th, February 14th. 

 

Quiz Night @ The Centre:  7.00 for 7.30 p.m.  
February 23rd. 

 

Railway Film Afternoons with Tea and Cake: 
2.30 p.m. December 2nd, January 6th, 
February 3rd. 

 

Circuit Choir Practice:  7.30 p.m. December 
1st, 15th, January 5th, 19th, February 2nd, 
16th. 

GARVESTONE 
 

Knit and Natter: 10.30 – 12.00 noon 
December 12th, January 9th, February 13th. 

 

Prayer Meetings:  7.30 p.m. December 15th, 
January 19th, February 16th. 

WELLS NEXT THE SEA 
with Churches Together in Wells 

 

Prayer and Praise:  10.30 a.m. every 
Wednesday  

 

Service at Dorrington House:  2.15 p.m. 
December 20th, January 17th, February 21st. 

 

Informal Art Group:  10.00a.m. – 12.00 noon 
every Tuesday.  All welcome.  For further 
details please contact Sylvia Stubbs 01328 
710511. 

 

Carol Singing and Blessing of the Crib:  
11.00a.m. December 23rd, assemble near 
The Maltings. 

 

Christmas Day Family Service:  11.00 a.m. 
December 25th led by Rev. Cliff Shanganya. 

 

Watch Night Service:  11.30 p.m. December 
31st led by Rev. Colin Garwood. 

 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity:  10.30 
a.m. daily services in various churches – 
more details will be published locally. 

  United service 11.00 a.m January 21st in the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

MATTISHALL 
 

Monthly Charity Coffee Mornings: 10.00 – 
11.30 a.m. December 2nd, January 6th,  
February 3rd. 

 

Led Prayers: 8.45 - 9.15 a.m. with Rev Betty. 
December 8th, January 12th, February 9th.    

 

Mattishall Dementia Support Group – “The 
Link”: 10.00 a.m. – 12.00 noon.   December 
5th, 19th, January 2nd, 16th, February 6th, 
20th. 

 

Christmas Concert with Toftwood Singers: 
7.30 p.m. December 7th. 
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GRESSENHALL 
 

Stall at the Christmas Lights Switch-on:  
3.00 – 5.00 p.m. December 3rd.  Home-

made jams and pickles on sale. 
 

Carol Service:  2.30 p.m. December 17th led 
by Rev. Liz Jolly. 

SCULTHORPE 
 

Carol Service:  2.30 p.m. December 17th. 
Preacher Rev Andrew King 

CIRCUIT MEETINGS 
 

Tuesday March 20th at Dereham 
Wednesday June 20th at Toftwood 

A POEM 
 

Based on 1 John ch 4 v. 18 
“There is no fear in love” 

 
There is no fear in love 

With God in Heaven above. 
There are no lines which we musn’t cross 

There is no thing which causes loss. 
 

When we are those that judge 
Who point the finger that says: ‘no’. 

Jesus says: ‘I forgive you 
Take up your cross, and go.’ 

 
When we let go of sin, 

That’s when love enters in. 
When love has entered in our hearts 
That’s when we start to stand apart 

 
Joy Jenkins 

Watton Methodist Church  

OUT OF THE DARKNESS 
 

by Olive Brown 
 

The world was dark and frightening, 
    not a chink of light anywhere. 

No awareness of any surroundings, 
    like a tunnel, just blackness everywhere. 

 

Then there appeared, in the gloom, a tiny 
spark – 

    like a candle – piercing the night. 
That spark grew to be a brilliant star, 

    that bathed the earth in glorious light. 
 

With that light came the knowledge 
    that I was no longer alone. 

Into a world of bleak uncertainty 
    God’s amazing light had shattered the 

gloom. 
 

From that moment all fear disappeared. 
    The earth was a most wondrous place. 

Into a world full of darkness and fear 
    God’s light brought beauty and grace. 

 

Footnote:  I suffered from depression for a 
time, but my Lord helped me to recover.  

SHORT ADVICE 
 

Think hard, before you speak. 
Consider well, before you act. 

Treat everybody you meet 
With patience, and with tact. 

 
Remember, “Patience is a virtue”! 

Don’t let yours desert you. 
 

Olive Brown  

A CHARTER FOR LIFE 
 

God our Father gives us a ‘Charter for Life’. 
Jesus shows ‘The Truth’ along our way. 
The holy Spirit gives us ‘The Essence of 

Faith’, 
Together they help us to trust and obey. 

 

Olive Brown 
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DATES FOR PRAYER AND SUPPORT 
 

Continued from page 26 

Feb 5 7.45pm Christian Meditation Watton MC 

Feb 6 10.00-11.00 Coffee Morning (with sales table and cakes) Gt Ellingham MC 

Feb 6 10.00-12.00 Mattishall Dementia Support Group—”The Link” Mattishall MC 

Feb 6 2.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Fellowship Watton CCC 

Feb 6 3.00pm Messy Church Blakeney Parish Ch 

Feb 7 9.30am Prayer Meeting Beetley MC 

Feb 7 10.00-11.30 Coffee Morning Toftwood MC 

Feb 7 2.00-3.00 Drop In Beetley MC 

Feb 7 2.00-4.00 Craft Group Toftwood MC 

Feb 8 10.00-12.00 Coffee Morning Shipdham LEP 

Feb 8 12.00 noon Lunch Club  Dereham MC 

Feb 9 8.45-9.15 Led Prayers with Rev Betty Mattishall MC 

Feb 9 2.00pm Film Club Toftwood MC 

Feb 10 10.00-11.30 Coffee Morning with Sales Saham Hills MC 

Feb 12 10.00-1130 Bible Discussion Group Hingham MC 

Feb 13 10.30-12.00 Knit and Natter Garvestone MC 

Feb 13 11.30-1.00 Soup and Pancakes in aid of the Pinnacle Appeal Swaffham MC 

Feb 13 12.00-1.30 Pancakes served in aid of the Leprosy Mission Toftwood MC 

Feb 13 2.30pm Fellowship Meeting Gt Ellingham MC 

Feb 13 2.30pm Singing Group Watton MC 

Feb 13 3.30-6.00 Messy Church Toftwood MC 

Feb 14 10.30-12.00 Coffee Morning Wendling MC 

Feb 14 12.00-3.30 Lunch and Linger Toftwood MC 

Feb 14 12.30pm Lunch @ The Centre Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Feb 15 10.00am Coffee Morning Dereham MC 

Feb 16 7.30pm Prayer Meeting Garvestone MC 

Feb 16 7.30pm Circuit Choir Practice Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Feb 17 3.00pm Valentine’s Party Dereham MC 

Feb 18 6.30pm Contemporary Worship Holt MC 

Feb 19 7.45pm Christian Meditation Watton MC 

Feb 20 10.00-12.00 Mattishall Dementia Support Group—”The Link” Mattishall MC 

Feb 20 2.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Fellowship Watton CCC 

Feb 20 7.00pm Young People’s Group Blakeney MC 

Feb 21 9.30am Prayers Toftwood MC 

Feb 21 10.00-11.30 Coffee Morning Toftwood MC 

Feb 21 2.00-3.00 Drop In Beetley MC 

Feb 21 2.15pm Service at Dorrington House Taken by Wells MC 

Feb 22 10.30am Mid-week Communion Dereham MC 

Feb 23 7.00pm Quiz Night Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Feb 24 tbc Visit by the Vice-President Blakeney MC 

Feb 26 10.00-1130 Bible Discussion Group Hingham MC 

Feb 27 10.30am Ecumenical Prayer and Coffee Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Feb 27 2.30pm Fellowship Meeting Gt Ellingham MC 

Feb 27 2.30pm Singing Group Watton MC 

Feb 28 10.30-12.00 Coffee Morning Wendling MC 

Feb 28 2.00-3.00 Knit and Natter Beetley MC 
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Continued from page 27 

Jan 6 10.00-11.30 Charity Coffee Morning Mattishall MC 

Jan 6 10.00-12.00 Coffee Shop with Stalls Hingham MC 

Jan 6 2.30pm Railway Film Afternoon Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Jan 7 10.30am Covenant Service with St. Mary’s Watton MC 

Jan 7 4.00pm Praise Together Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Jan 8 10.00-1130 Bible Discussion Group Hingham MC 

Jan 9 10.30-12.00 Knit and Natter Garvestone MC 

Jan 9 2.30pm Fellowship Meeting Gt Ellingham MC 

Jan 9 2.30pm Singing Group Watton MC 

Jan 9 3.30-6.00 Messy Church Toftwood MC 

Jan 10 12.00-3.30 Lunch and Linger Toftwood MC 

Jan 10 12.30pm Lunch @ The Centre Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Jan 10 3.00pm Blakeney Churches Together Quarterly Meeting Blakeney Rectory 

Jan 11 10.00-12.00 Coffee Morning Shipdham LEP 

Jan 11 12.00 noon Lunch Club  Dereham MC 

Jan 12 8.45-9.15 Led Prayers with Rev Betty Mattishall MC 

Jan 12 2.00pm Film Club Toftwood MC 

Jan 14 11.00am Covenant Service Saham Hills MC 

Jan 15 7.45pm Christian Meditation Watton MC 

Jan 16 10.00-12.00 Mattishall Dementia Support Group—”The Link” Mattishall MC 

Jan 16 2.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Fellowship Watton CCC 

Jan 16 7.00pm Young People’s Group Blakeney MC 

Jan 17 9.30am Prayers Toftwood MC 

Jan 17 10.00-11.30 Coffee Morning Toftwood MC 

Jan 17 2.00-3.00 Drop In Beetley MC 

Jan 17 2.15pm Service at Dorrington House Taken by Wells MC 

Jan 18 10.00am Coffee Morning Dereham MC 

Jan 19 7.30pm Prayer Meeting Garvestone MC 

Jan 19 7.30pm Circuit Choir Practice Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Jan 21 11.00am United Service  Wells RC Church 

Jan 21 6.30pm Week of Prayer for Christian Unity St. Peter’s, Blakeney 

Jan 21 6.30pm Contemporary Worship Holt MC 

Jan 22 10.00-1130 Bible Discussion Group Hingham MC 

Jan 23 2.30pm Fellowship Meeting Gt Ellingham MC 

Jan 23 2.30pm Singing Group Watton MC 

Jan 24 2.00-3.00 Knit and Natter Beetley MC 

Jan 25 10.30am Mid-week Communion Dereham MC 

Jan 27 9.30-11.30 Coffee Morning in aid of St. Martin’s Housing Trust Beetley MC 

Jan 30 10.30am Ecumenical Prayer and Coffee Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Feb 2 7.30pm Circuit Choir Practice Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Feb 3 10.00-11.30 Charity Coffee Morning Mattishall MC 

Feb 3 10.00-12.00 Coffee Shop with Stalls Hingham MC 

Feb 3 2.30pm Railway Film Afternoon Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Feb 4 4.00pm Praise Together Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Feb 4 6.30pm Glaven Sings the Gospel Blakeney Parish Ch 
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Dec 17 11.00am Carol Service led by Rev Cliff Shanganya Holt MC 

Dec 17 2.30pm Carol Service led by Rev. Liz Jolly Gressinghall MC 

Dec 17 2.30pm Carol Service led by Rev Andrew King Sculthorpe MC 

Dec 17 3.00pm Carol Service led by Rev Barbara Winner  Saham Hills MC 

Dec 17 4.30pm Christingle Service Toftwood MC 

Dec 17 6.30pm Carol service led by Rev Betty Beetley MC 

Dec 17 6.30pm Carol Service led by Sam Parfitt Blakeney MC 

Dec 17 6.30pm Contemporary Worship Holt MC 

Dec 17 6.30pm Carol Service Thursford MC 

Dec 18 7.45pm Christian Meditation Watton MC 

Dec 19 10.00-12.00 Mattishall Dementia Support Group—”The Link” Mattishall MC 

Dec 19 10.30am Ecumenical Prayer and Coffee Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Dec 19 2.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Fellowship Watton CCC 

Dec 19 7.00pm Young People’s Group Blakeney MC 

Dec 20 9.30am Prayers Toftwood MC 

Dec 20 10.00-11.30 Coffee Morning Toftwood MC 

Dec 20 2.00-3.00 Drop In Beetley MC 

Dec 20 2.15pm Service at Dorrington House Taken by Wells MC 

Dec 21 7.00pm ‘When Christmastime is Hard’ Holt MC 

Dec 22 7.00pm The Big Carol Sing Litcham MC 

Dec 23 11.00am Carol Singing and Blessing of the Crib The Maltings, Wells 

Dec 24 2.30pm Carol Service led by Rev Cliff Shanganya Walsingham MC 

Dec 24 4.00pm Crib Service Dereham MC 

Dec 24 4.00pm Christmas Communion Swaffham MC 

Dec 24 7.00pm Carols by Candlelight Watton MC 

Dec 24 11.15pm Christmas Midnight Communion Dereham MC 

Dec 24 11.30pm Christmas Eve Communion Holt MC 

Dec 25 9.30am Christmas Morning Service Swaffham MC 

Dec 25 9.45am Christmas Day Service Holt MC 

Dec 25 10.30am Short Family Christmas Day Service Litcham MC 

Dec 25 10.30am Christmas Day Service Watton MC 

Dec 25 10.30am Christmas Day Service Wendling MC 

Dec 25 11.00am Christmas Day Family Service Wells MC 

Dec 26 2.30pm Singing Group Watton MC 

Dec 27 2.00-3.00 Knit and Natter Beetley MC 

Dec 28 10.30am Mid-week Communion Dereham MC 

Dec 31 11.30pm Watch Night Service Wells MC 

Jan 1 7.45pm Christian Meditation Watton MC 

Jan 2 10.00-12.00 Mattishall Dementia Support Group—”The Link” Mattishall MC 

Jan 2 2.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Fellowship Watton CCC 

Jan 2 3.00pm Messy Church Blakeney Parish Ch 

Jan 3 9.30am Prayer Meeting Beetley MC 

Jan 3 10.00-11.30 Coffee Morning Toftwood MC 

Jan 3 2.00-3.00 Drop In Beetley MC 

Jan 3 2.00-4.00 Craft Group Toftwood MC 

Jan 5 7.30pm Circuit Choir Practice Stibbard M Ch Centre 

DATES FOR PRAYER AND SUPPORT 
 

Continued from page 28 
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DATES FOR YOUR PRAYERS AND SUPPORT 
 

Further details on pages 25-27 

Dec 1 2.00pm Tea Party Toftwood MC 

Dec 1 6.30pm An evening of Christmas readings St. Peter’s, Blakeney 

Dec 1 7.30pm Circuit Choir Practice Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Dec 2 10.00-11.30 Charity Coffee Morning Mattishall MC 

Dec 2 10.00-12.00 Coffee Shop with Stalls Hingham MC 

Dec 2 10.00-1.00 Christmas Fayre Saham Hills MC 

Dec 2 2.30pm Railway Film Afternoon Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Dec 3 3.00-5.00 Stall at the Gressinghall Christmas Lights Switch-on Gressinghall Vill Green 

Dec 3 4.00pm Praise Together Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Dec 3 6.30pm Glaven Sings the Gospel Blakeney Parish Ch 

Dec 4 2.00pm Bible Study Beetley MC 

Dec 4 4.00pm Café TMC AGM (including Christmas Tea) Blakeney MC 

Dec 4 7.45pm Christian Meditation Watton MC 

Dec 5 10.00-11.00 Coffee Morning (with sales table and cakes) Gt Ellingham MC 

Dec 5 10.00-12.00 Mattishall Dementia Support Group—”The Link” Mattishall MC 

Dec 5 2.30pm Tuesday Afternoon Fellowship Watton CCC 

Dec 5 3.00pm Messy Church Blakeney Parish Ch 

Dec 5 7.00pm Concert by the Phoenix Singers (details tbc) Swaffham MC 

Dec 6 9.30am Prayer Meeting Beetley MC 

Dec 6 10.00-11.30 Coffee Morning Toftwood MC 

Dec 6 2.00-3.00 Drop In Beetley MC 

Dec 6 2.00-4.00 Craft Group Toftwood MC 

Dec 7 10.00am Coffee Morning Dereham MC 

Dec 7 7.30pm Christmas Concert with the  Toftwood Singers Mattishall MC 

Dec 8 8.45-9.15 Led Prayers with Rev Betty Mattishall MC 

Dec 8 2.00pm Film Club Toftwood MC 

Dec 9 7.00pm The Semmons Family in Concert Toftwood MC 

Dec 10 3.00pm Carol Service led by Rev Denis Simons Shipdham LEP 

Dec 10 3.00pm Watton Town Carols Watton Queen’s Hall 

Dec 11 10.00-1130 Bible Discussion Group Hingham MC 

Dec 12 10.30-12.00 Knit and Natter Garvestone MC 

Dec 12 2.30pm Fellowship Meeting Gt Ellingham MC 

Dec 12 2.30pm Singing Group Watton MC 

Dec 12 3.30-6.00 Messy Church Toftwood MC 

Dec 13 10.30-12.00 Coffee Morning Wendling MC 

Dec 13 12.00-3.30 Lunch and Linger Toftwood MC 

Dec 13 12.30pm Lunch @ The Centre Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Dec 13 6.00pm Carols in the Courtyard Blakeney MC 

Dec 13 7.30pm Ladies Wednesday Club Christmas Meal Dereham MC 

Dec 14 10.00-12.00 Coffee Morning Shipdham LEP 

Dec 14 12.00 noon Lunch Club (Christmas Meal) Dereham MC 

Dec 15 6.30pm Christingle Service for Holiday Club children Beetley MC 

Dec 15 7.30pm Prayer Meeting Garvestone MC 

Dec 15 7.30pm Circuit Choir Practice Stibbard M Ch Centre 

Dec 17 10.45am Trinity and Oddfellowes Joint Carol Service Dereham MC 


